
Comprehensive Plans  

Section 10(a)(2)(A) of the Federal Power Act (FPA), 16 U.S.C. section 803 (a)(2)(A) , requires 

the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) to consider the extent to which a 

project is consistent with Federal or state comprehensive plans for improving, developing, or 

conserving a waterway or waterways affected by the project.  

On April 27, 1988, the Commission issued Order No. 481-A, revising Order No. 481, issued 

October 26, 1987, establishing that the Commission will accord FPA section 10(a)(2)(A) 

comprehensive plan status to any Federal or state plan that:  

1. Is a comprehensive study of one or more of the beneficial uses of a waterway or 

waterways;  

2. Specifies the standards, the data, and the methodology used; and  

3. Is filed with the Secretary of the Commission.  

A comprehensive plan should contain the following:  

1. A description of the waterway or waterways that are the subject of the plan, including 

pertinent maps detailing the geographic area of the plan;  

2.  A description of the significant resources of the waterway or waterways;  

3.  A description of the various existing and planned uses for these resources; and  

4.  A discussion of goals, objectives, and recommendations for improving, developing, or 

conserving the waterway or waterways in relation to these resources.  

The description of the significant resources in the area should contain, among other things:  

1. Navigation;  

2. Power development;  

3. Energy conservation;  

4. Fish and wildlife;  

5. Recreational opportunities;  

6. Irrigation;  

7. Flood control;  

8. Water supply; and  

9. Other aspects of environmental quality.  

The plan should contain an examination of how the different uses will promote the overall public 

interest. 

 

http://www.ferc.gov/industries/hydropower/gen-info/comp-plans.asp 
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