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Oregon Coastal Management Program
One of the first in the country. Approved by NOAA in 1976
as a result of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972
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State Ocean Planning Framework
Statewide Planning Goal 19, Ocean Resources
Mandates protection of important marine habitat; and
• areas important to fisheries.
• Oregon Ocean Resources Management Act
(creates state-ocean governance structure)
• Oregon Territorial Sea Plan
(contains specific policies for state ocean management)
• State Agency Authorities and Programs

Visit www.oregon.gov/lcd/OCMP for more information on the update and to read the draft text.

State’s role in Offshore Energy Leasing
The State of Oregon has a limited ability to control the process for offshore
energy development, given the existing policies of the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act.
The process as it stands currently is applicant driven.
A company could, at any time, issue an unsolicited lease request for an
aliquot on the OCS, which would start the process established within BOEM
for evaluation of the area.
The State of Oregon, through the OCMP has the ability to influence the
process in two ways.
1) Early process coordination
2) End of the process review of application through Federal Consistency
Authority

End of Process – Federal Consistency Review
• One of the only State regulatory mechanisms for ensuring development on the OCS occurs
consistent with the policies of the State of Oregon is Federal Consistency Authority, which
was granted to the Oregon Coastal Management Program when it was established.
• That Authority allows the State to apply a set of standards, if adopted as part of an
approved Coastal Management Program, to a proposed development activity.
• The enforceable policies adopted into the Coastal Program for Part Five of the TSP would
then apply to activities being considered on the OCS, including:
•
•
•
•
•

marine hydrokinetic energy,
offshore wind energy,
submarine cables that traverse the ocean floor in support of a MRE development,
Aesthetic Resources
impacts to the marine resources and uses in Oregon’s waters.

• Territorial Sea Plan provides standards and identified resources inventory information to
be used in the evaluation of lease application materials, federal consistency.

Federal Consistency Review through the GLD
• To ensure that MRE activities proposed for Oregon’s OCS are consistent with the State’s policies, the OCMP developed
and adopted (through work with State Agency Partners) a Geographic Location Description (and had it approved by
NOAA) that creates an area within which all proposed projects will be subject to review through Oregon’s Federal
Consistency authority. The GLD starts at the seaward boundary of Oregon and goes out over the continental shelf to the
depth of 500 fathoms (~914m). The GLD document (horribly named) is an identification of the reasonably foreseeable
adverse effects that may occur from development, specifically with a focus on:
•
•
•
•
•

Commercial and Recreational Fishing
Submarine Cables
Navigation
Aesthetic (Visual) Resources
Scientific Research

• The Coastal Effects Analysis (in the GLD) provides information on:
•
•
•

Resource use occurring off Oregon ( what the use is, and where it occurs)
State interest in the resource use
An assessment of the reasonably foreseeable effects on the resource use (from development, on the resources and uses of Oregon’s
Coastal Zone).

• The Federal Consistency Authority would be applied at the end of the regulatory process, and our program would
coordinate with all of the state agencies that have enforceable policies that apply to the application under review.

OCS MRE Planning Process Coordination
• Helping to coordinate the BOEM & State of Oregon Intergovernmental Task
Force Meetings on behalf of the GNRO, the State of Oregon.
• Helping to communicate about the BOEM led leasing process through email
listserv distributions, website, and other communication mechanisms
(planners network meetings, etc.)
• Providing guidance on stakeholder meetings/venues (FINE, SOORC, FACT, County
Commissions, City Govt’s, Tribal Governments) that BOEM should attend.

• Providing education on the State’s role in OCS Planning and Federal
Consistency Review
• Providing feedback and Guidance to BOEM on:

• Coordination on data sharing and accessibility through the West Coast Ocean Data Portal, Oregon
Coastal Atlas, Oregon Spatial Data Library, Oregon SeaSketch (formerly called MarineMap)
• Served on a project advisory team for a BOEM funded NREL Cost Modeling Study
• Coordination with stakeholders through the Ocean Policy Advisory Council

State Role in Offshore Energy: Conclusions and Take-Aways

• Siting and lease authorization process is applicant driven
• Oregon’s existing role in the offshore MRE development
process occurs at:

• the beginning (through planning, education, identification of
areas with least conflict)
• The end through application of the OCMP Federal Consistency
Review authority.
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