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For the last

30

,

years

About Cape Blanco

researchers at Oregon State
University have studied the rocky

,

habitat at Cape Blanco a coastal
treasure at the tip of the

.

westernmost headland in Oregon

Nesting and foraging areas for many bird
species including Common Murres, Pigeon
Guillemots, Marbled Murrelets, Brandt’s
and Pelagic Cormorants, Rhinoceros
Auklets, and occasionally Sooty and Shorttailed Shearwaters.
Visitors to Cape Blanco's rocky shores can
find a dazzling array of tidepool animals,
including ochre sea stars, giant green
anemones, purple shore crabs, and
countless other animals, from chitons to
fish.

RESEARCHERS AT OSU STUDYING KELP

The cape's rich array of habitats, including rocky tidepools,
kelp forests, sandy beaches, dunes and sea caves, make it
a popular destination for birders, whale watchers, and
hikers. These unique features make Cape Blanco a subject
of important scientific research.
Designating Cape Blanco as a marine research area will
protect this unique coastal ecosystem, enhance
recreational and tourism opportunities, and help our wild
neighbors flourish. Increasing tourism in Southern Oregon
means more activity in the intertidal areas as well as
visitors to the lighthouse, beaches, and camping areas.
This designation will help ensure that Cape Blanco stays
healthy for current and future generations to enjoy.

Cape Blanco is used by researchers and
educators to provide hands-on learning
and data collection, making this site a
learning space for our entire community.
Cape Blanco’s historic lighthouse, built in
1870, overlooks the rocky intertidal
habitats that lie a 30-40 minute hike below
the cliffs
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How Would a Marine
Research Area Designation
Help Cape Blanco

?

With a Marine Research Area designation, this
special place would still be accessible to the public
but there will be no harvesting of algae or
invertebrates like mussels, sea stars, or barnacles.
Harvesting is not common in the area at this time,
but with increasing tourism on the south coast,
creating this designation for Cape Blanco would
ensure harvesting does not cause future issues. In
addition, this designation would formalize the
importance of the long-term research done in this
area by researchers at Oregon State University.
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Designation protects the habitats for long term
research, while maintaining public access. Protection
from harvesting allows researchers to better
understand the impacts of extractive activities, keeps
ecosystems healthy and resilient, and can increase
populations of harvested species outside the
protected areas. For more information about the
benefits of protecting our ocean habitats, please see:
http://www.piscoweb.org/science-marine-reserves
https://oregonmarinereserves.com/reserves/

