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“Columbia Pacific” is a name loosely given to the area along the
Columbia River from Cathlamet, Washington and Westport,
Oregon to its mouth at the Pacific Ocean. Long before European
traders visited the area, Native Americans traded the breadth
of the Columbia River, fished the ocean, hunted elk in the
forests, and established a rich and varied culture unique to the
environment of the Columbia Pacific.
Today, the Columbia Pacific is home to three tribes in Oregon and Washington
States: the Chinook Nation, Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe, and the Clatsop Nehalem
Confederated Tribes. Ten other tribes trace links to this area through historic trade
routes and alliances. Many Chinook and Clatsop found new homes within these ten
tribes after losing their traditional lands during the 19th century.
The Columbia Pacific Native American Guide was developed by Destination: The
Pacific in partnership with Lewis and Clark National Historical Park to share the
history and culture of those tribes who made their homes at the mouth of the Columbia
River. The guide is specifically designed as a tool for park rangers, front-desk staff,
chamber volunteers, tour guides, and others who regularly talk about the history and
culture of our region.
This project was underwritten
through generous grants from
the National Park Service
Challenge Cost Share grant
program administered by the
Lewis and Clark National
Historic Trail, and from
Travel Oregon.
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Tribes of the
Columbia Pacific
Native peoples have occupied the Columbia River
Estuary for thousands of years. Their lives revolved
around the waters of their homelands. The rivers,
creeks, estuaries, and ocean were their highways as
they paddled their cedar canoes in search of fish,
trading with other tribes, and visiting family and
friends. The canoes easily rode the rough waters of
the Columbia and the Pacific.
“The Canoes of the natives inhabiting the lower
part of the Columbia River from the Long narrows
down make their canoes remarkably neat light and
well adapted for rideing high waves. I have Seen the
natives near the Coast rideing waves in these Canoes
in Safty and appearantly without Concern when
I should it impossible for any vessel of the Same
Size to have lived or kept above water a minute.”
(Meriwether Lewis, February 1, 1806.)
The villages along the Columbia River and Pacific
Ocean were occupied on a seasonal basis as the
tribes followed the salmon runs and change of the
seasons. They lived in cedar plank houses 12 by 20
feet in length, with the larger structures reaching
40 by 100 feet for extended families that included
three generations. The interior of the house was
dug out to a depth of 3 to 4 feet and then covered
with mats. Their beds were elevated along the
interior sides of the house and their possessions
were stored underneath. Over the fireplaces were
smoke holes to allow for ventilation. Food was hung
from the ceilings. Totems or symbolic carvings
could be found inside at the back of the structures.
Each village had anywhere from 5 to over 30 plank
houses. Lewis and Clark recorded a Chinook village
at Station Camp with 36 houses in 1805.

The villages were linked by trade and marriage
alliances. The society was organized by rank and
class. Status was associated with wealth. The highest
in rank were the chiefs or tyees (leaders.) The
commoners, between the upper and lower class,
advanced in status based on personal achievement,
and the ability to gain wealth. The lowest status
individuals were the slaves. Slaves were obtained
through trading with the inland tribes and tribes to
the north, or were stolen during raids. Slaves were
considered property. According to Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark, the slaves were treated
well, but the hardest jobs were assigned to the slaves.
The slaves did not have the modified foreheads
that marked rank and status within the tribes. The
skull modifications were the result of a flat board
cradle used to flatten the forehead of infants. It was
considered a mark of status and beauty.
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Cedar was a primary source for native
clothing. Skirts and capes were made from
the inner bark of the cedar tree. They also
made capes or robes from deer, beaver,
and otters for colder weather. In warm
temperatures, little clothing was worn.
Water proof cone shaped hats were made
from cedar bark. Beargrass designs were
woven into the hats. The designs included
whales, otters, ducks, rivers, and canoes.
The Chinook, Clatsop, and Tillamook
wore beaded necklaces. They pierced their
ears and wore earrings of beads and shells.
They traded furs to the Europeans and
Americans for copper bracelets, blue glass
beads, and Chinese coins that were worn
in headdresses. They also wore dentalium
and other shells as personal decoration.
By the time Lewis and Clark arrived in
the area, it was not uncommon to find
individuals dressed in cotton shirts and
pants obtained from ships visiting the area.
Clark recorded in his journals in 1805 that
they saw native people wearing sailors’
jackets. By the 1850s, only a few Chinook
women elders still wore the traditional
cedar skirts.

Fishing was the main form of subsistence
for the people of the Lower Columbia. Five
species of salmon were eaten fresh and
many were smoked for the seasons when
the salmon were not running. The hearts of
the salmon were removed ceremonially, and
the fish were cut lengthwise according to
their traditions. They also fished for sturgeon
and trout with long spears, and captured
herring in nets or used rakes to sweep them
into their canoes. When a whale washed up
on the beach, the coastal tribes recovered
the blubber, meat, and oil for their families,
and traded what they didn’t need to other
tribes. Clams were dug from the estuaries
and beaches with specialized digging tools
carved of cedar and other wood. In the fall
and winter, the tribes hunted elk, deer, and
bear. They traded for wapato with tribes to
the north, and gathered berries, fern, cattail
roots, cow parsnip, water parsley and salal.
Food was prepared and served in carved
wooden bowls and shells. Baskets were
woven from cedar, cattail, and beargrass.
Cedar bark baskets were woven so tightly
they could hold water without leaking.

6

NA guide-.indd 6

6/2/08 11:28:52 AM

Utensils were made from bone, cedar, shell, antler
and horn. They used wooden boxes to store food
and cook hot soups and stews. Rocks were heated
within fires and placed in the boxes filled with water.
The food would cook and could be served hot to the
hungry family. Mats were woven from cedar and
cattail. They were used to cushion the floor of the
plank house. Wood was cut with axes of stone, and
worked with adzes made from stone and wood.
Dentalium shells from the Vancouver Island area
provided the tribes with a currency to purchase food
or other goods from tribes upriver or to the south.
During the fur trade period, small blue glass beads
from China became another source of currency, and
were highly prized by the tribes for ornaments.
Non-Indian explorers to the region attempted to
identify the native people on the Columbia River
by combining the separate villages into larger tribal
groups. In some cases, this was inaccurate, and
led to difficulties in communication. The resulting
confusion remains today. Early explorers identified
four main groups of native people living in the
Columbia Pacific area. They identified them as the
Chinook, Wahkiacum, Cathlamet, and Clatsop.
Although these tribes were linguistically and
culturally similar, each village was a separate and
independent social and political entity.
Early traders and linguists first recorded the language
and traditions of the native peoples after meeting
the Chinook Tribe. They called the main language
Chinook, named for the people they met at Baker
Bay on the north shore of the Columbia River. When
they met other peoples along the river speaking
dialects of the same language, they applied the name
to those tribes as well, although all historic accounts
from the maritime traders and explorers, including
Lewis and Clark, record four separate tribes and
political organizations. The Chinookan language is
divided into Upper Chinook and Lower Chinook.
The Cathlamet and the Wahkiacum spoke the
Cathlamet language, a dialect of Upper Chinookan.

The Chinook at Baker Bay and Shoalwater Bay
(Willapa Bay) spoke a Lower Chinookan dialect
called Chinook Proper, and the Clatsop on the south
shore of the river spoke the Clatsop dialect. The
villages on both sides of the river maintained a close
association for trading purposes, and marriages were
arranged between the villages to promote alliances
and good relations.
In the mid-nineteenth century, as non-Indian settlers
moved into the region, the U. S. Government began
a process to remove the native peoples from their
homelands in order to provide land for settlement.
The rich abundance of the ocean and rivers
attracted fishermen to the Lower Columbia River.
The vast forests were attractive to the loggers. The
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government met with the separate tribes and
provided treaties that directed the tribes to relocate
to reservation land. Although signed by all of the
tribes, the treaties were not ratified for the Chinook,
Cathlamet, Wahkiacum, and Clatsop. Members
of these tribes were forced to either assimilate or
relocate from their traditional homes. Some chose
to join family and friends on other tribal reservations
such as the Confederated Tribes of Siletz and the
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde in Oregon, and
the Quinault Indian Nation and the Confederated
Tribes of Chehalis in Washington State.

The Chinook
The Chehalis called the people of Baker and
Shoalwater Bays cinuk. The Salishan name was
accepted by the early explorers and used to describe
not only the tribe, but the language they spoke. The
Chinook people historically lived in villages on the
north shore of the Columbia River from Grays Bay
to Cape Disappointment, and north up the Pacific
Coast to Willapa Bay. There were two main groups of
Chinook people at the time of the failed treaties. One
group lived on the shores of Shoalwater Bay (Willapa
Bay,) and the second group lived in the Baker Bay
area.

Shoalwater Bay was traditionally the winter village
for both Chinook and Lower Chehalis people. As a
result of living in close proximity, the Shoalwater Bay
Chinook and the Chehalis became mixed, related
by marriage and strong alliances. The Shoalwater
Bay Chinook adopted the Salishan language spoken
by the Chehalis. Many of their descendants joined
with the larger Quinault Nation and moved to that
reservation. Those Chinook and Chehalis who
remained at Shoalwater Bay sought recognition on
their own. Their descendants succeeded in 1971.
The tribe is called the Shoalwater Bay Chinook. The
reservation is located near Tokeland, Washington.
Those Chinook who did not mix with the Lower
Chehalis people, and lived in the Baker Bay area,
felt they could not adopt other traditions. These are
the people identified as Chinook by early explorers
and fur traders. They spoke Chinook Proper. They
chose to remain together as a separate tribe without
a reservation. Some members of the Cathlamet,
Wahkiacum, and Clatsop, decided to join with
these Chinook after their treaties were not ratified.
Today, the tribal headquarters is located in Chinook,
Washington, and the tribe continues to seek federal
recognition.
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Cathlamet and Wahkiacum
There is some confusion in the historic literature
regarding the Cathlamet and Wahkiacum peoples.
Early explorers misunderstood that most villages
along the Columbia were independent, politically
and socially. They arbitrarily “lumped” villages
together based on geographic proximity or language.
Early settlers and explorers in the region in the mid
to late nineteenth century described the inhabitants
of the north shore as Wahkiacums, and those
residing on the south shore as Cathlamet. There is
evidence to suggest that the Cathlamet lived on both
shores of the Columbia from Tongue Point on the
south shore east to Rainier, and from Gray’s Bay on
the north shore to Oak Point, in the same general
area as the Wahkiacum people. Linguists determined
that the two groups spoke the same language,
Cathlamet, a dialect of Upper Chinookan. The name
was taken from the Cathlamet village first identified
by Lewis and Clark which was located on the south
shore of the Columbia about ten miles from Tongue
Point. Wahkiacum was originally the name of a
village site on the north shore.
The Wahkiacum and Cathlamet did not retain
their tribal status into the twentieth century. The
Cathlamet signed a treaty with the U.S. Government
in 1851 ceding land that included Fort Astoria.
They were allowed to remain on two small islands
in the Columbia. By 1849, their population had
been reduced to 58 individuals through disease
and relocation to other reservations. In exchange
for continued fishing rights and the right to remain
in their villages, the Wahkiacum also signed the
1851 treaty relinquishing their lands to the federal
government. By 1979, the descendants of the
Wahkiacum and the Cathlamet had joined other
tribal groups, including the Quinault, Chehalis,
Cowlitz, and the Chinook.

PRONUNCIATIONS OF TRIBAL NAMES
CATHLAMET (kath-LAM-et)
CHEHALIS (shu-HA-lus)
CHINOOK (chi-NUK)
CLATSOP (KLAT-sup)
COWLITZ (KOW-lits)
NEHALEM (ne-HA-lum)
QUINAULT (kwin-NALT)
TILLAMOOK (TIL-a-muk)
UMATILLA (u-ma-TIL-a)
WAHKIAKUM (wuh-KI-uh-kum)
WANAPUM (WA-na-pam)

Clatsop
The Clatsop homelands were located on the south
shore of the Columbia River. Their villages were
located just west of Tongue Point to Point Adams
and down the coast to Tillamook Head. Those
Clatsop who formed strong marriage alliances with
the Nehalem Band of the Tillamook, and historically
lived in neighboring villages in the Seaside, Oregon
area and south down the coast, chose to remain apart
from the reservation tribes and the Chinook. The
Nehalem Band’s northern border was the Seaside,
Oregon area just north of Tillamook Head. Their
territory extended south to Nehalem Bay. They spoke
a Salishan language. Anthropologists found that in
some cases, the Clatsop no longer spoke a Chinookan
language, but had adopted the Tillamook Salishan
language of the Nehalem. In 1890 Franz Boas found
that all of the Clatsop in the remaining Seaside village
spoke Nehalem, not Clatsop. They were all related by
marriage. Their descendants remain united today as
one tribe, the Clatsop-Nehalem Confederated Tribes.
They are currently seeking federal recognition.
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Tribal Contacts
Shoalwater Bay Tribe
2373 Old Tokeland Rd
Tokeland, WA 98590
360-267-6766
http://www.shoalwaterbay-nsn.gov/
Chinook Tribe
PO Box 228
Chinook, WA 98614
360-777-8303
http://www.chinooknation.org
Clatsop-Nehalem
Confederated Tribes
P.O. Box 190
Seaside, OR 97138
503-717-4535
http://www.clatsop-nehalem.com/

Associated Tribes
Confederated Tribes of the
Chehalis Reservation
The Chehalis consists of the Upper Chehalis and
Lower Chehalis Bands, and includes the Hoquiam,
Hooshkal, Humptulips, Klimmin, Nooskhom, Satsop,
Wynooche, and Wishkah Tribes. The Chehalis
language belongs to the Coast Salishan family of
languages among Northwest Coast indigenous
peoples. The Chehalis are federally recognized.
Current Location: 26 miles southwest of Olympia
and 6 miles northwest of Centralia in western
Washington in Grays Harbor and southwestern
Thurston Counties.
Historic Location: On the lower course of Chehalis
River, especially on the south side, and on the
south side of Grays Bay. In later times the Chehalis
occupied territory to and about Willapa Bay that had
formerly been held by the Chinook.

Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation
420 Howanut Road • Oakville, WA 98568
360-273-5911 • http://www.chehalistribe.org
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Confederated Tribes of the
Grande Ronde Community
The five primary tribes of Grand Ronde are the
Kalapuya, Molalla, Umpqua, Rogue River, and Shasta
Tribes. Descendants of 26 tribes are also enrolled
in the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde. The
Grand Ronde lost federal recognition in 1954 and
had it restored in 1983.
Current Location: 60 miles southwest of Portland,
25 miles east of the Oregon Coast
Historic Location: The ancestral homelands include
the lands that extend from the south bank of the
Columbia River to what is now northern California,
between the Coastal and Cascade Mountain Ranges.

Confederated Tribes of the
Grande Ronde Community
9615 Grand Ronde Road • Grand Ronde, OR 97347
503-879-5211 • http://www.grandronde.org

Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians
P.O. Box 549 • Siletz, OR 97380
541-444-8211 • http://www.ctsi.nsn.us

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
The Umatilla tribes include the Walla Walla, Cayuse,
and Umatilla.
Current Location: Northeastern Oregon, 5 miles
east of Pendleton.
Historic Location: Columbia River Plateau in
Northeast Oregon and southeast Washington. The
confederated tribes are federally recognized.

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
73239 Confederated Way
P.O. Box 638 • Pendelton, OR 97801
541-276-3165 • http://www.umatilla.nsn.us/

Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians
The Confederated Tribes of Siletz include
descendants of many western Oregon tribes who
were present at the time the tribes signed treaties
with the federal government and were removed
to reservations in the 19th century. These tribes
spoke ten different languages and had different
cultural traditions. The descendants include the
Clatsop, Tillamook, Klickitat, Molala, Kalapuya,
Alsea, Siuslaw/Lower Umpqua, Upper Umpqua,
Coos, Coquelle, Chinook, Tutuni. Chetco, Tolowa,
Takelma, Galice/Applegate, and Shasta. The Siletz
lost federal recognition in 1954, but were restored
in 1977.
Current Location: Northeast of Newport on the
central Oregon Coast.
Historic Location: Western third of Oregon from
the south bank of the Columbia River to Northern
California, from the Pacific Coast to the west side
of the Cascades.

The three tribes of the Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs include the Wasco, the Walla Walla
(later called the Warm Springs), and the Paiute. All
three tribes spoke different languages. The Warm
Springs were Sahaptin speakers. The Wasco spoke a
dialect of Chinookan. The Paiute spoke a Shoshonean
dialect. The traditional homeland for the tribes
begins on the banks of the Columbia River and spans
the area from the Cascade Mountain Range summit
to the cliffs of the Deschutes River in central Oregon.
The Warm Springs is federally recognized.
Current Location: North central Oregon
Historic Location: Columbia River through
Cascades to Deschutes River in Oregon.

Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs
1233 Veterans St. • Warm Springs, OR 97761
541-553-116 • http://www.warmsprings.com/
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Cowlitz Indian Tribe

Wanapum Band

Tribe consists of the Upper and Lower Cowlitz.
The Cowlitz are Salish speakers. The tribe received
federal recognition in 2001.

The Wanapum Band is also known as the Priest
Rapids Indians, or the Sokulk Indians. Their
traditional homelands were located in central
Washington along the Columbia River. Village sites
were located on both sides of the Columbia and on
islands in the river. The Wanapum are not federally
recognized.

Current Location: Southwest corner of Washington
State, north of Portland.
Historic Location: The Lower Cowlitz occupied 30
villages along the Cowlitz River from present day
Mossyrock southward to within a mile or two of the
Columbia River.

Cowlitz Indian Tribe
1055 9th Avenue, Suite B • Longview, WA 98632
360-577-8140 • http://www.cowlitz.org.

Quinault Indian Nation
The Quinault Indian Nation consists of the Quinault
and Queets tribes and descendants of five other
coastal tribes: Quileute, Hoh, Chehalis, Chinook, and
Cowlitz. The tribe is federally recognized.

Current Location: 18 miles south of Wanapum
Dam, northeast of Yakama.
Historic Location: Central Washington State along
the Columbia River.

Wanapum Band
15655 Wanapum Village Lane SW
Beverly, WA 99321
509-754-5088

Yakama Indian Nation

Current Location: The reservation is located in the
southwestern corner of the Olympic Peninsula. It
includes 23 miles of coastline and over 208,000 acres
of forest to the east.

The Yakama Nation includes 14 bands: Palouse,
Pisquose, Yakama, Wenatchapam, Klinquit, Oche
Chotes, Kow way saye ee, Sk’in-pah, Kah-miltpah,
Klickitat, Wish ham, See ap Cat, Li ay was and
Shyiks. The Yakama Nation is federally recognized.

Historic Location: Southwest area of the Olympic
Peninsula along the Pacific Coast.

Current Location: South central Washington State in
Yakama/Klickitat County.

Quinault Indian Nation
P.O. Box 189
Taholah, WA. 98587
Phone: 360-276-8211
1-888-616-8211
http://209.206.175.157/

Historic Location: South central Washington State in
the Cascades Mountains to the Columbia River.

Yakama Indian Nation
P.O. Box 151
Toppenish, WA 98948
509-865-5121
http://www.yakamamuseum.com/
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Important Things to Know
About Native Americans
They are still here. By the time Lewis and Clark
arrived at the mouth of the Columbia River, the
tribes in this area were experiencing the traumatic
effects of contact with non-Indian people. Their
populations were decimated by smallpox, typhoid,
influenza, measles, and other diseases brought to
the area by Euro-American maritime traders and
explorers. Thousands of Native Americans along
the Columbia River and Pacific Coast died as a
result. As early settlers arrived in the region, the
tribes were pushed out of their homelands. They
were forced to learn new languages and much of
their traditional ways of life were lost. Tribes that
could no longer sustain a government scattered,
and many enrolled in confederated tribes in the
area after treaties were signed with the United
States government. But they have survived. Today,
these proud people work to recover their traditions
and languages. The Columbia Pacific area is home
to three tribes in Oregon and Washington States:
the Chinook Nation, Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe,
and the Clatsop Nehalem Confederated Tribes.
There are also ten tribes associated with this area
through historic trade routes and alliances, and
many Chinook and Clatsop found new homes
within these tribes. The associated tribes include:
Cowlitz Indian Tribe, Confederated Tribes of
Siletz Indians, Confederated Tribes of the Grande
Ronde, Quinault, Chehalis, Yakama Indian Nation,
Wanapum Band, Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla, and Confederated Tribes of the Warm
Springs.

Not every tribe is alike. There is no such thing
as a typical tribe. The tribes in this area have
different traditions, speak different languages, and
have different forms of government. They celebrate
their unique histories. They share a love of place,

and work together to preserve
and protect the natural and
cultural resources of the
Columbia Pacific region.

Native American or Indian?
What is the correct term to use
when describing the people
indigenous to the Pacific
Northwest? The preferred
term to use would be the
tribal affiliation of the group
of individuals, when it is known. When the tribal
affiliation is not known, either Indian, Native
American, or American Indian will work. Most
treaties between the federal government and tribes
refer to the tribes by their name or as Indians.
There is a body of law known officially as Indian
Law, and Indian Country has long had specific
meaning to tribes identifying homelands as well as to
governments referring to a geographic location.

Not all tribal ceremonies are open to the
general public. Tribes in this area have a long
tradition of ceremonies and celebrations held
outdoors at sites sacred or important to the tribes.
These ceremonies are sometimes held in areas
accessible to the public. If you observe a tribal
ceremony taking place, do not join the ceremony or
event without an invitation from the tribe. Do not
take photographs or record the ceremony without
permission. Do not interrupt the ceremony.

If you have questions, ask. If you want to know
more about a specific tribe, contact them directly.
They will be happy to answer your questions, or
to direct you to other sources. Tribes in our area
participate in educational programs in the school
system, museums, federal and state parks, and
interpretive centers. They share their stories and
traditional ways of life with everyone.
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Merchant Notes
Indian Arts and Crafts Board
The Indian Arts and Crafts Board (IACB), an agency
located within the U.S. Department of the Interior,
was created by Congress to promote the economic
development of American Indians and Alaska
Natives through the expansion of the Indian arts
and crafts market. A top priority of the IACB is the
implementation and enforcement of the Indian Arts
and Crafts Act of 1990, a truth-in-advertising law that
provides criminal and civil penalties for marketing
products as “Indian-made” when such products are
not made by Indians, as defined by the Act.

The Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990
The Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990 (P.L.
101-644) is a truth-in-advertising law that prohibits
misrepresentation in marketing of Indian arts and
crafts products within the United States. It is illegal
to offer or display for sale, or sell any art or craft
product in a manner that falsely suggests it is Indian
produced, an Indian product, or the product of a
particular Indian or Indian Tribe or Indian arts and
crafts organization, resident within the United States.
For a first time violation of the Act, an individual
can face civil or criminal penalties up to a $250,000
fine or a 5-year prison term, or both. If a business
violates the Act, it can face civil penalties or can be
prosecuted and fined up to $1,000,000.
Under the Act, an Indian is defined as a member of
any federally or State recognized Indian Tribe, or an
individual certified as an Indian artisan by an Indian
Tribe.
The law covers all Indian and Indian-style traditional
and contemporary arts and crafts produced after
1935. The Act broadly applies to the marketing of
arts and crafts by any person in the United States.

Some traditional items frequently copied by nonIndians include Indian-style jewelry, pottery, baskets,
carved stone fetishes, woven rugs, kachina dolls, and
clothing.
All products must be marketed truthfully regarding
the Indian heritage and tribal affiliation of the
producers, so as not to mislead the consumer. It is
illegal to market an art or craft item using the name
of a tribe if a member, or certified Indian artisan, of
that tribe did not actually create the art or craft item.
For example, products sold using a sign claiming
“Indian Jewelry” would be a violation of the Indian
Arts and Crafts Act if the jewelry was produced by
someone other than a member, or certified Indian
artisan, of an Indian tribe. Products advertised as
“Hopi Jewelry” would be in violation of the Act
if they were produced by someone who is not a
member, or certified Indian artisan, of the Hopi tribe.
If you purchase an art or craft product represented
to you as Indian-made, and you learn that it is not,
first contact the dealer to request a refund. If the
dealer does not respond to your request, you can also
contact your local Better Business Bureau, Chamber
of Commerce, and the local District Attorney’s office,
as you would with any consumer fraud complaint.
Second, contact the Indian Arts and Crafts Board
with your written complaint regarding violations of
the Act.
Before buying Indian arts or crafts at powwows,
annual fairs, juried competitions, and other events,
check the event requirements on the authenticity
of products being offered for sale. Many events list
the requirements in newspaper advertisements,
promotional flyers, and printed programs. If the event
organizers make no statements on compliance with
the Act or on the authenticity of Indian arts and crafts
offered by participating vendors, you should obtain
written certification from the individual vendors that
their Indian arts or craftwork were produced by tribal
members or by certified Indian artisans.

14

NA guide-.indd 14

6/2/08 11:28:58 AM

Indian Arts and Crafts Board
U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C. Street, N.W.
MS 2528-MIB
Washington, DC. 20240
Telephone: (202) 208-3773
Toll Free: (888) ART-FAKE
http://www.iacb.doi.gov/

How to Buy Genuine American Indian
Arts and Crafts
Having some knowledge about American Indian arts
and crafts can help consumers get the most for their
money. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and
the Indian Arts and Crafts Board (IACB) of the U.S.
Department of the Interior caution consumers that
there are unscrupulous dealers who sell imitations,
trying to pass them off as authentic and made by an
American Indian artist.
The Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990 makes it
illegal to advertise or sell any art or craft in a way that
falsely suggests it is produced by an American Indian
or is the product of a particular American Indian
tribe. All claims about the Indian origin and tribal
affiliation for any product must be truthful.
To help consumers shop wisely, the FTC and the
IACB have published a brochure: “How to Buy
Genuine American Indian Arts and Crafts,” available
at ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/products/indianart.pdf.
The brochure explains the types of materials used in
these products, and includes buying tips:
• Buy from an established dealer who will give you
a written guarantee or written verification of
authenticity.
• Get a receipt that includes all the vital information
about the value of your purchase, including
any verbal representations. For example, if the
salesperson told you that the piece of jewelry you’re
buying is sterling silver and natural turquoise and
was handmade by an American Indian artisan,
insist that this information appear on your receipt.

• Before buying Indian arts and crafts at powwows,
annual fairs, juried competitions, and other
events, check the event requirements for
information about the authenticity of the products
being offered for sale. Many events list their
requirements in newspaper ads, promotional flyers,
and printed programs. If the event organizers
make no statement about the authenticity of
Indian arts and crafts being offered for sale, get
written verification of authenticity for any item you
purchase that claims to be authentic.
More information about the Indian Arts and Crafts
Act and related regulations can be found at www.
iacb.doi.gov or by calling 1-888-ART-FAKE.
The FTC works for the consumer to prevent
fraudulent, deceptive, and unfair business practices
in the marketplace and to provide information
to help consumers spot, stop, and avoid them. To
file a complaint in English or Spanish (bilingual
counselors are available to take complaints), or to
get free information on any of 150 consumer topics,
call toll-free, 1-877-FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357), or
use the complaint form at http://www.ftc.gov. The
FTC enters Internet, telemarketing, identity theft,
and other fraud-related complaints into Consumer
Sentinel, a secure, online database available to
thousands of civil and criminal law enforcement
agencies in the U.S. and abroad.

Federal Trade Commission, Facts for Consumers.
Produced in cooperation with the Indian Arts and
Crafts Board, U.S. Department of Interior,
September 2000.
http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2006/06/genuineai.shtm
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Federal and State
Government
Resources
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
http://www.doi.gov/bureauindian-affairs.html
Cape Disappointment
State Park
Cape Disappointment State Park
Box 488
Ilwaco, WA 98624
(360) 642-3078
http://www.parks.wa.gov/
lcinterpctr.asp
Fort Stevens State Park
100 Peter Iredale Road
Hammond. OR 97121
503-861-2000
http://www.oregonstateparks.org/
park_179.php

Lewis and Clark National
Historical Trail
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, Nebraska 68102
http://www.nps.gov/lecl/
Lewis and Clark National
Historical Park
92343 Fort Clatsop Road
Astoria, Oregon 97103
503-861-2471
http://www.nps.gov/lewi

Oregon State Historic
Preservation Office
Oregon Parks and Recreation Dept
725 Summer St NE, Suite C
Salem OR 97301
Phone: 503-986-0671
Fax: 503-986-0793
http://www.oregon.gov/
OPRD/HCD/SHPO/
Washington State Historic
Preservation Office
Department of Archaeology &
Historic Preservation, Suite 106
1063 South Capitol Way
Olympia WA 98501
360-586-3065
http://www.dahp.wa.gov/
default.htm
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Tribal Resources
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Department of the Interior
http://www.doi.gov/bureauindian-affairs.html
Oregon Blue Book
Oregon’s Indian Tribes
http://www.sos.state.or.us/bbook/
national/tribal/tribal.htm
National Association of Tribal
Historic Preservation Officers
NATHPO
P.O. Box 19189
Washington, DC 20036-9189
Phone: (202) 628-8476
Fax: (202) 628-2241
http://www.nathpo.org

National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI)
1302 Connecticut Avenue NW
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036
202-466-7767
http://www.ncai.org
Washington State Tribal
Contact Information
Department of Archeology and
Historic Preservation Office
http://www.dahp.wa.gov/
documents/WashingtonTribes
ContactList_004.pdf

17

NA guide-.indd 17

6/2/08 11:29:00 AM

Historical Societies
and Museums
Cannon Beach
Historical Society
1387 South Spruce Street
P.O. Box 1005
Cannon Beach, OR 97110
503-436-9301
http://www.cbhistory.org/
Clatsop County
Historical Society
714 Exchange Street
P.O. Box 88
Astoria, OR 97103-0088
503-325-2203
http://www.cumtux.org/
Clatsop County
Heritage Museum
1618 Exchange Street
Astoria, OR 97103
503-338-4849
http://www.cumtux.org/
Columbia Pacific
Heritage Museum
115 SE Lake Street
Ilwaco, WA 98624
360-642-3446

Columbia River
Maritime Museum
1792 Marine Drive
Astoria, OR 97103
503-325-2323
http://www.crmm.org/
Fort Clatsop Museum
and Research Library
Lewis and Clark National
Historical Park
92343 Fort Clatsop Road
Astoria, Oregon 97103
503-861-2471 or 503-861-4442
http://www.nps.gov/lewi
Fort Stevens Museum
Fort Stevens State Park
100 Peter Iredale Road
Hammond. OR 97121
503-861-2000
http://www.oregonstateparks.org/
park_179.php
Lewis and Clark
Interpretive Center
Cape Disappointment State Park
Box 488 • Ilwaco, WA 98624
(360) 642-3078
http://www.parks.wa.gov/
lcinterpctr.asp

Pacific County Historical
Society and Museum
1008 West Robert Bush Drive
P.O. Box P
South Bend, Washington 98586
360-875-5224
http://www.pacificcohistory.org/
Seaside Museum and
Historical Society
570 Necanicum Drive
Seaside, OR 97138
503-738-7065
http://www.seasidemuseum.org/
Wahkiakum County Historical
Society Museum
65 River St • PO Box 541
Cathlamet Washington 98612
360-795-3954
http://www.wahkiakumchamber.
com/museum/
Washington State
Historical Society
1911 Pacific Avenue
Tacoma, WA 98402
888-238-4373
http://www.wshs.org/

Oregon Historical Society
1200 SW Park Avenue
Portland, OR 97205
503-306-5198
http://www.ohs.org/
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