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Margaret Treadwell <northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com>

Letter of Support
1 message
Deb Atiyeh <debatiyeh@yahoo.com>
To: Margaret Treadwell <northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com>

Sun, Dec 13, 2020 at 6:37 PM

We support Marine Conservation Area designations for the
rocky habitat at both Ecola Point and Chapman Point north of
the town of Cannon Beach.
We currently live in Cannon Beach, have been visiting these
areas for many years, and know them well. The surrounding
areas, including Ecola State Park, are some of the most
beautiful places in the world.
We should do all that we can to protect these habitat areas as
they are experiencing the impact of increasing visitation. These
areas provide critical nesting sites for declining seabird
populations and habitat for vulnerable inter-tidal life, and we feel
it is very important to protect these areas for future generations.
Sincerely,
Bob and Deb Atiyeh
Cannon Beach, Oregon
503-436-4477
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Support letter: Chapman Point and Ecola Point MCA designation
1 message
Cheryl T. Conway <conwayct2007@hotmail.com>
To: "northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com" <northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com>

Sun, Dec 6, 2020 at 8:39 PM

To whom it may concern:
I enjoyed a recent presentation by Margaret Treadwell about proposals to designate Chapman Point and Ecola Point
in Cannon Beach, Oregon, as Marine Conservation Areas. There can be little doubt that these areas serve vital roles
in the life cycles of many species, including invertebrates, birds, marine mammals, even algae. These areas also are
iconic in the eyes of most Oregonians and visitors, as well. They should be preserved for future generations.
Most of us who have visited these sites have unknowingly disturbed these areas. The most important part of the
proposals may just be the education that will be provided to visitors so they know how to enjoy the areas without
harming the complex and vulnerable ecological network that exists there. The behavioral changes required of visitors
seem to be reasonable and not overly restrictive to continued enjoyment.
I support these two proposals and hope you will act to protect these rocky habitats.

Sincerely,
Cheryl T Conway
1006 Grand Ave
Astoria, OR 97103

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Margaret Treadwell <northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com>

Marine Conservation Area designations
1 message
Deb Vanasse <debvanasse@gmail.com>
To: northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com

Fri, Dec 11, 2020 at 1:03 PM

Dear Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council members,
I am writing in support of the proposed Marine Conservation Area designations for Chapman Point and Ecola Point.
The stunning natural features and iconic wildlife of these areas are among the reasons I choose to live here. In
addition, visitors from across the world come to marvel at these rocky coastal areas, which helps our economy.
Marine Conservation Area designations for Chapman and Ecola Points will help us preserve these amazing places
for future generations. The tide pools at Chapman Point are home to ochre sea stars, giant green anemones,
California mussels, and purple shore crabs. In addition to its tide pools, Ecola Point is an important haul-out area
for seals and sea-lions as well as a nesting area for seabirds, which collectively are the most threatened group of
birds on our planet.
With these new Marine Conservation Area designations, I hope to see management changes that reduce the
harvest of tide pool animals. In addition, a ban on drones, fireworks, and unleashed dogs will reduce disturbances
to nesting birds. Educational signage will inform the public about why these protections are in place, and spotting
scopes will allow for viewing and appreciation of the wildlife that depend on these scenic areas.
I look forward to your action on this matter.

Deb Vanasse
@debvanasse
www.debvanasse.com
www.coastwriting.org
Wealth Woman: A True West "Best of the West" selection

Cold Spell: Grabs you from the opening line and never lets go ~ Publishers Weekly
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December 15, 2020
Dear Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council Members:
As a year round resident of north Cannon Beach, I encourage you to recommend for approval the
sites at Chapman Point and Ecola Point that are proposed by the North Coast Rocky Habitat
Coalition for Marine Conservation Area designations.
Since I live here, I know I am biased, but I believe this area of the Oregon Coast is quite special, and
very beautiful, and like many of our natural areas, is being loved to death by visitors who wish to
visit our coastal landscape and unknowingly damage wildlife habitats.
Marine Conservation Area designations will allow us to protect and preserve these natural resources
for generations to come, and will allow for better opportunities for educating residents and visitors
alike about the amazing diversity of the creatures that utilize these fragile and important ecosystems.
Chapman Point is gorgeous, and a wonderful place to visit. It is home to a large Common Murre
nesting colony and several nesting sites for the Black Oystercatcher, federally listed as a “species of
concern” due to its decreasing populations. I know from talking with Audubon volunteers during
my beach walks that they have been very concerned this year as very few of the young hatchlings
survived, with numbers being dismally low. The tide pools are home to diverse wildlife including
ochre sea stars, giant green anemones, California mussels, purple shore crabs, and countless other
animals.
As one walks from Chapman along Crescent Beach, Ecola Point provides an amazing vista to the
north, with dramatic rock formations and extensive tide pools with healthy mussel beds and a
rebounding population of ochre sea stars, along with many other tide pool animals. It has
historically been an important haul-out site for seals and sea lions, and a home for nesting seabirds,
the most threatened group of birds on our planet. This complex has impressive breeding colonies of
seabirds – including eight of high importance according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Sea
Lion Rock at Ecola Point site was formerly one of the three largest haul-out sites on the north
Oregon coast for Steller sea lions but has now been abandoned for unknown reasons. Other
threatened or endangered species use this site, including harbor seals, bald eagles, and brown
pelicans.
As I mentioned earlier, I am concerned about recent high failure rates of Black Oystercatcher nests,
which could be related to the high number of pedestrians, drones, fireworks, and off leash dogs
disturbing and distressing nesting birds.
The beach from Chapman Point to Ecola Point is my favorite along the entire Oregon Coast. I
count myself blessed to be able to walk to this beach and to enjoy this area regularly. As someone

who spends time in this area in both winter and summer months, and also sees how this area is
impacted by humans, I respectfully request you consider designating these sites as new Marine
Conservation Areas, with management changes within the designated areas that will provide the
following protections:
• reduce harvest of tide pool animals;
• reduce disturbances to nesting birds and bird mortality by requiring leashing of dogs,
banning drones and fireworks; and
• creating an educational program on the busiest days of the summer season that will inform
visitors about these sites by using spotting scopes and signs to help them avoid sensitive
areas and protect nesting birds and rocky habitat.
Together the actions listed above will protect and preserve these wonderful locations for generations
to come.
Thank you for your time and effort on this important topic.
Sincerely,
Denise Lofman

December 12, 2020
Dear Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council members.
I write this letter in support of you recommending for approval the sites at Chapman Point and
Ecola Point that are proposed by the North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition for Marine
Conservation Area designations.
As a 20+ year resident of the Oregon Coast, I’ve written widely about other conservation
protections, most notably about the former Beltz Farm area that became Sitka Sedge State
Natural Area. For many years, I traveled the North coast, splitting time between Astoria and
Tillamook County; Ecola and Chapman Points were special places to take a driving break.
Over those years, I saw the increase, like we all have, in tourism and human impact along the
coast, but Ecola Point and Chapman Point are particularly vulnerable and fragile spots, to which
unaware and/or overcrowded visitor interaction have caused too much damage to delicate
wildlife habitats. The Oregon Coast is beloved for its natural features and abundant wildlife.
Admittedly, I lived at the coast primarily because of the beauty and serenity the coastal
landscape provided.
Through Marine Conservation Area designations, we preserve these delicate ecosystems for
current and future generations to enjoy, and not simply generations of humans, but the rich
diversity of flora and fauna that are found in the ecotone of land and sea. Too much foot-traffic
damage has already been caused on tide pools to mussel beds and seas stars; too much stress
due to climate change and human interaction is happening for bird and mammal species like
murres and oystercatchers, as well as other animals like sea lions that haul out at both points.
As a human species, we are really at a crossroads – do we continue to conquer land and other
life forms for our own use and pleasure, or do we wake up and see that we are all connected in
ineffable ways? I have believed in the latter for a long time, and my years living at the coast
showed me time and time again how my choices either help or harm the ecotone where I lived.
Now more than ever is the time for leadership like you to make the decisions to protect Ecola
and Chapman Points. A recommendation to designate each site as a Marine Conservation Area
that requires other humans to do their part to responsibly steward the nesting sites, rookeries,
and tide pool colonies will not only preserve these areas for visitors, but show how our coastal
residents are serious leaders in protecting the health of our shared, interdependent, and sacred
ecosystem.
Thank you for your responsible consideration.
Sincerely,
Nancy Slavin
Tillamook County
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Marine Conservation Area Designation for Chapman Point and Ecola Point
Holly Owen <hollym.owen@outlook.com>
To: "northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com" <northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com>

Wed, Dec 9, 2020 at 6:37 PM

Dear Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council members,
I'm e-mailing to express support for Chapman Point and Ecola Point receiving Marine Conservation Area
designations. These areas are coastal treasures enjoyed by locals and tourists alike. My family and I visit
often from Astoria and do our best to tread carefully around what we know are sensitive areas, but we and
other visitors would benefit from posted regulations about activities around tidepool areas and seabird
nesting sites.
Restrictions on drones, unleashed dogs, and harvest are immensely reasonable in order to protect the
scores of species that rely on these areas for survival. The time for half measures is over. Please
recommend for approval the sites at Chapman Point and Ecola Point for Marine Conservation Area
designations so that we may ensure that we can go on enjoying these awe inspiring habitats for many
years to come.
Thank you,
Holly Owen
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Joanne K. Cornelius
44920 Tide Avenue
Arch Cape, OR 97102
jkcornelius@charter.net
503 436-1217
12/17/2020
Rocky Habitat Working Group
Ocean Policy Advisory Council
Members:
Page 1 of 2
Re: Chapman Point and Ecola Point
I am writing to you to forcefully recommend that you approve the above
sites for Marine Conservation Area designation. As members, I assume you
have studied the conditions that show these areas as critical for so many members
of our Oregon wildlife population.
Unfortunately, due to unforeseen viruses and how the federal and state
governments have handled response to them, our coastal areas have been inundated
with visitors from not only in state, but out of state. Many of these visitors and
their unleashed pets have no concept of the delicate nature of these habitats, or the
effect of their treatment of them. Thus, the common comment from people who are
aware of these many areas that need protection is, “Loving our Coast to Death.”
I have lived on the edge of the Pacific Ocean in a small rural community in
Tillamook County since 1972. That amounts to 48 years. I have been involved in
local planning, served on County Planning Commission, attended meetings
supporting establishment of Cape Falcon Marine Reserve, counted Oyster Catchers
for the Audubon Society, served 25 years on our local Water District to help

\preserve clean water to our community, watched countless whales swim by, and
held various fund raising gatherings for many non-profit organizations. All of
which were for protecting natural areas for wildlife, education and science for
public understanding.
I have watched fishermen on the beach use sawed off sharpened hoes to
scrape living creatures off the rocky habitat in my area to get kelp worms for
fishing, and leave their scrapings on the sand to die. I have watched dogs chase
feeding birds from the beach. I have reported visitors who walk right by signs that
warn of no fishing from the rocks in our Marine Reserve. I have yelled at parents
who let their children play on rolling logs in the surf. Thus, education for the
uninformed public is vitally important.
We can’t warn wildlife of dangerous places to nest, or feed, or sleep, but we
surely can keep the growing population away from needed safe places for the
wildlife and dangerous places for people. One could ask the Coast Guard or the
Fire Department Rescue for the numbers of rescues they have made of humans
from dangerous rocky places along the Oregon shores.
I know we can’t always dictate where humans recreate but as new gadgets
are invented it makes it possible for us to encroach and uproot wildlife from their
former naturally protected homes without even understanding that we have.
Therefore it behooves us to take on the role of protector rather than lose those
species. Again, education is key.
Please, I urge you to protect these sites and furthermore to consider
additional sites that may need to be in Marine Conservation Area designation.
Thank you for considering and serving with your time.
Sincerely
Joanne Cornelius

Page 2 of 2

Larry Basch, Ph.D.
62296A Crown Point Road
Charleston, Oregon, 97420

Margaret Treadwell
North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition
Northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com
Dear Margaret:
The South Coast Rocky Shores Group and I as an individual strongly support the efforts of the
North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition to protect rocky coast habitats at Ecola Point and Chapman
Point in Clatsop County, Oregon. Specifically, we support the proposals that North Coast Rocky
Habitat Coalition is preparing to submit to designate these places under Oregon’s Rocky Habitat
Management Strategy.
Both of these sites merit designation, which will support the need to maintain ecological
connectivity between these and other rocky habitat sites in the region, and to inform visitors on
the sites’ features and how they can be good stewards of their rocky habitats and resources.
The management recommendations within your proposals foster community engagement in
ecosystem-based management through stewardship and education. Climate change impacts can
be better addressed through these designations. Most importantly, the designations will protect
the rich biodiversity of these sites while still providing access for Oregonians to fish, tidepool,
birdwatch and enjoy the amazing natural habitats and landscapes of our coastal communities.
We commend the North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition on your efforts to designate Ecola Point
and Chapman Point under the Rocky Habitat Management Strategy. Please keep us informed on
the status of your proposals for designating rocky habitats.
Sincerely,
Larry
Larry Basch, Ph.D.
member, South Coast Rocky Shores Group
member, Board of Directors, Oregon Shores Conservation Coalition
Research Associate (courtesy appointment), Oregon Institute of Marine Biology
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Margaret Treadwell <northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com>

Marine Conservation
1 message
Lydia Felley <lfelley@nehalemtel.net>
To: northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com

Sat, Dec 19, 2020 at 10:14 AM

I support designating Ecola Point, Chapman Point, Cape Lookout, and Cape Foulweather as
Marine Conservation Areas.
A Marine Conservation Area designation would reduce the harvesting of tide pool animals and
limit wildlife disturbances from drones and dogs, something that is already in place at many of
Oregon’s most iconic ocean habitats such as Haystack Rock. The designation would reduce
disturbances to nesting birds and bird mortality by requiring dogs to be on leash, as well as ban
drones and fireworks outright. The designation would also allow for the creation of an
educational program with signs showing the location of sensitive bird habitat and providing
spotting scopes for residents and visitors to birdwatch.
Thank you!
Sincerely,
Lydia Felley
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Letter of Support
1 message
Marita Graube <mgraube@me.com>
To: northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com

Fri, Dec 11, 2020 at 5:25 PM

Dear Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council members,
I believe that Chapman Point and Ecola Point should become Marine Conservation Area designations. Over the
years, I have seen how the “bird rocks” have had fewer birds than the season before. My children and I love watching
the murres fly in and out, looking for the newly hatched seagull chicks and spotting the occasional oystercatcher. I
also had the pleasure of seeing a baby seal resting on the beach while its mother was hunting. Unfortunately,
someone else was approaching with their dog racing around off leash and the seal was forced to quickly move back to
the water.
This summer was a wake up call for the need to protect the area. I witnessed a man driving his remote control car
through the sand with the express purpose of harassing a lone seagull. People letting their dogs and children chase
away flocks of birds. Drones flying around at sunset very close to Chapman Point. It is sad to see the lack of respect
for nature.
I read that the city council has banned fireworks entirely and I can agree that the fireworks during the 4th of July were
completely out of control. I saw the anxiety it caused to the birds around Bird Rock with each blast. The police were
overwhelmed - as soon as they left one area, the fireworks started again. The amount of trash I collected after the 4th
of July was incredible - bottles, cans, diapers, doggie bags, and toilet paper.
Ecola Point is another area that can benefit from protection. At the minus tides, we have seen people out removing
mussels in the remote areas of Ecola Point, getting too close to the pelicans who have come to rest. At low tide we
usually see people camping overnight at Crescent Beach just north of the Bird Rocks. They hike down the trail from
Ecola State Park Rd and often leave behind the remnants of campfires and plastic waste. Cannon Beach Police have
just a small staff and unless they can drive to the site, they don’t seem to be able to hike down the trail to Crescent
Beach to ask campers to leave this area. There seems to be no deterrent for campers other than asking them to pack
up.
I am excited about the possibility of an educational program like HRAP to help people understand the importance of
this fragile area and allow us to observe it and enjoy it without harming the many animals that need it to survive. As
our human population grows, Chapman Point and Ecola Point are being loved to death and it seems that a protected
area can help reverse this trend. Thank you for reading about my experiences and perspectives.
Regards,
Marita Graube
Cannon Beach Homeowner (Seattle resident)
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To: Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council Members
RE: Yes to Adding Rocky Habitat Protections for Chapman Point and Ecola Point
I have lived on the North end of Cannon Beach for 20 years, and have spent countless hours on its beaches. I
encourage you to recommend for approval the sites at Chapman Point and Ecola Point that are proposed by the
North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition for Marine Conservation Area designations.
While Haystack Rock is the main attraction in Cannon Beach, tourism traffic on the North end has increased
significantly over the years. Challenges facing inhabitants of the rocky shores are growing. Puffin populations in
Oregon are in a precipitous decline, and black oystercatchers are a species of concern. Haystack Rock has
protections in place, but the northern areas of Chapman Point, Ecola Beach, and Indian Beach are not protected
under this plan. Our shores are no longer able to sustain the increasing level of activity without intervention.
Human caused disturbances to rocky shores inhabitants are often unintentional – tourists disrupting bird nests
by climbing on rocks, drones flushing nesting wildlife, visitors trampling through tide pools, fireworks disrupting
puffin and black oystercatcher nests, or dogs chasing defenseless chicks that are unable to fly. Educating
travelers regarding care of these habitats would help considerably, as well as putting protections in place for our
wild neighbors.
This summer I monitored seven black oystercatcher nests in the North end area, and of seven nests, one nest
survived. The two chicks from this nest fledged in late September. Oystercatchers nest in rocky areas that
subject them to human and dog disruption.
Because there is no oversight at Chapman Point or Ecola Point, impact to the wildlife by unleashed dogs is
significant. I have witnessed first-hand injuries to and destruction of wild animals caused by dogs. I volunteered
at the Wildlife Center of the North Coast for many years, and I am disturbed that the area where I live provides
them so much preventable business. It is stressful to me to see animals suffering needlessly.
I hear often about the “old days” when we could do what we wanted on the beach. I grew up playing on the
beach by my home in Alaska, climbing on rocks, wading in the ocean, and looking through tidal pools. I wish it
was possible to continue to enjoy the beach as we did in the “old days”. The volume of tourism, however,
means that the beach environment can’t sustain the continually increasing level of visitor traffic, and still
maintain populations of puffins, sea stars, marine life, and all the magnificent life that resides in the rocky
habitats. This prime tourist environment is unsustainable if we continue as we did in the days of our youth
when there were fewer people.
Based on my personal experience, I support new Marine Conservation Area designations at these sites, with
management changes within the designated areas that reduce harvest of tide pool animals and reduce
disturbances to nesting birds and bird mortality by requiring leashing of dogs, banning drones and fireworks, and
creating an educational program on the busiest days of the summer season with signs showing areas to avoid in
order to protect nesting birds and providing spotting scopes where residents and visitors can enjoy views of the
birds without disturbing them.
Tabea Goossen
tabea@charter.net

80285 Woodland Heights Road
Arch Cape, OR 97102
November 30, 2020
Ocean Policy Advisory Council
635 Capitol Street NE, Suite 150
Salem, Oregon 97301-2540
RE Rocky Habitat Designations: Chapman Point & Ecola Point
Dear Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council Members:
As a 20-year resident of the North Coast, I am writing in support of the Chapman Point and Ecola
Point Marine Conservation Area designations. I have spent a lot of time in both areas. Ecola State
Park (1,000+ acres) is just inland of the sites. They are clearly ecologically valuable and increasingly
threatened, needing protection.
Chapman Point consists of a headland, rocky tidepools and offshore rocks. There is a large nesting
common murre colony on the offshore rocks and oystercatchers run around the rocky shore. Bald
eagle, osprey and peregrine falcon are regular visitors, testifying to the biological richness.
Ecola Point includes the rocky shore and numerous offshore rocks from the north end of Crescent
Beach, Ecola Point itself, and up to the south end of Indian Beach. This area hosts biodiverse and
intact tidepools, numerous nesting seabird colonies, and some of the most protected seal and sea
lion haul out areas on the north coast. The park has nesting marbled murrelet (Threatened), which
forage for food just offshore.
I have witnessed the sharp increase in tourism and recreational use of both sites. Chapman Point is
the northern boundary of the City of Cannon Beach. What used to be a quiet area, is now fully built
out with homes, including large vacation rentals. Sand has built up around the headland, allowing
more pedestrian access at higher tides around the headland. More people climb the rocks, harvest
and walk dogs there, impacting the rocky habitat wildlife, especially invertebrates and birds.
A half a million visitors come to Ecola State Park each year. Most go to Ecola Point and Indian Beach.
While Ecola Point is less accessible, the most determined visitors and some locals do access the rocky
shore there. Indian Beach is extremely popular for hiking, dog walking and surfing.
Unfortunately, Oregon State Parks & Recreation has not had the capacity for interpretive programs in
Ecola for some years and even patrols are limited. It is critical that these very special areas get more
protection and organizations step up to increase our capacity to share these places without
destroying them. These designations would help do that. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Nadia Gardner

December 16, 2020

Dear Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council members,

As residents of Falcon Cove, Oregon, my husband Jeff, and I can look out to the Cape Falcon Marine Reserve and take
pride in our state for recognizing the importance of such marine protected areas.
I write this letter to you in hopes recognition will be given to Rocky Habitats along the Oregon coast that need
protection. Specifically, Chapman Point and Ecola Point proposed by the North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition for Marine
Conservation Area designations.
These rocky formations and tidal pools are where the marine life and marine birds live, feed, take shelter, breed, and
raise their young. Both Chapman and Ecola Points are where locals and tourist alike take wonder in the natural beauty of
this area of the Oregon Coast. The North Coast is a huge tourist destination with the number of visitors increasing.
Where people go, impact to natural areas and wildlife is simple unavoidable. Unless management efforts are put in
place and enforced to minimize the human “footprint”, these coastal areas will suffer. Often unintentional or
uninformed actions like, unleashed dogs, recreational drones, fireworks, kites, removal of food sources and natural
features like driftwood, rocks and shells that provide habitat are people activities that disturb, endanger, and destroy
these vital coastal areas and their nonhuman inhabitants.
By authorizing these Marine Conservation Areas management plans, changes can be implemented to reduce human
harvest of tidal pools, reduce human activities that distress, deter, or destroy bird nesting and feeding as well as marine
life like seals and sea lions. As well as help educate the public.
Why are these places important to us! The importance of preservation and stewardship of natural places and the species
that depend upon them? One of the answers has been fully revealed this year, we are all interconnected and with a
reprieve from human activity (even for a few short months), nature rebounded. Let us learn from this unprecedented
event, gain and show greater respect for the resilience of nature, that a balanced healthy natural world is our survival as
a human race.
With science-based research we are learning the positive impact marine protected areas have on the health of the
ocean and its dependent species. Just as important, providing connectivity to these protected coastal areas allowing
species to adopt to shifts in food sources, weather conditions and mating.
Please support the new Marine Conservation Area designations at Chapman Point and Ecola Point sites, with
management changes within the designated areas that have been recommended. While these two sites are nearest to
our community, I have reviewed the other proposed Oregon Coast Rocky Habitats. It would be difficult not to support all
of them! Thank you!

With much regard,

Nancy Weil
Falcon Cove, Oregon

December 10, 2020
Dear Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council members,
As residents of the North Coast, we encourage you to recommend for approval the sites at
Chapman Point and Ecola Point that are proposed by the North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition for Marine
Conservation Area designations.
The North Coast is a highly visited tourist destination. With the influx of visitors, we are seeing
more anthropogenic impacts to the environment, which are beginning to take their toll on the wildlife and
landscape. We are concerned about recent high failure rates of Black Oystercatcher nests. We are also
concerned that Sea Lion Rock at Ecola Point, a site that was formerly one of the three largest haul out
sites for Steller sea lions on the north Oregon coast, has now been abandoned for unknown reasons.
Similar impacts to other endangered species such as harbor seals, bald eagles, and brown pelicans have
yet to be quantified.
We support new Marine Conservation Area designations at these sites, with management changes
within the designated areas that reduce harvest of tide pool animals and reduce disturbances to nesting
birds and bird mortality. Such management changes could include banning drones and fireworks within
the area and the creation of an educational program. Such a program would be integral in educating
visitors on how to reduce the impacts of their visit. Visitors would be directed to avoid areas where birds
are nesting and spotting scopes would be provided that would allow visitors to view birds without
disturbing them.
Through Marine Conservation Area designations, we can preserve these amazing places for
current and future generations to enjoy. A collaborative approach to habitat conservation and restoration
is the surest way of achieving healthy ecosystems at a landscape scale. We are committed to supporting
the North Coast Rocky Habitats Coalition in their efforts to protect our marine areas. We are grateful to
have them in our community to educate and engage local citizens in the stewardship and protection of
these sensitive rocky habitats so that fish and wildlife can thrive.
We undersigned citizens of the North Coast support the Marine Conservation Area designations
for Chapman Point and Ecola Point, north of Cannon Beach, Oregon. We look forward to assisting the
North Coast Rocky Habitats Coalition to continue to move this vision forward.
Respectfully,
Angie Reseland
Seaside, OR resident
Joyce Hunt
Seaside, OR resident
Pat Johns
Gearhart, OR resident
Carmen Hammersmith
Warrenton, OR resident

Steve Grace
95 Kruse Street
Port Townsend, WA 98368
Steve@TidesAndTrails.org
(720) 938-8289
December 3, 2020

Dear Rocky Habitat Working Group and Ocean Policy Advisory Council members:
I strongly encourage you to recommend for approval the sites at Chapman Point and Ecola Point
that are proposed by the North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition for Marine Conservation Area
designations.
When I lived next to Chapman Point I spent almost every day exploring the tidepools at Ecola State Park.
Much of what I know about the intertidal zone I learned there, and those experiences served as
inspiration for the book I'm working on now. Ecola is one of the most magnificent places I've
encountered anywhere in the world. The seabird, sea mammal and marine invertebrate habitat is
phenomenal—but fragile, and I saw horrific abuse. I spent a lot of time hauling trash away from the
shore, and I spent far too much time watching people let their dogs chase wildlife, camp illegally, throw
cigarette butts and beer cans on the beach, release balloons, kill intertidal creatures, and so on. I have
always hoped that someday that magnificent rocky shoreline would be preserved.
I loved going to Ecola during stormy winter weather when there were no crowds. When the roads shut
down to vehicle traffic I would run from my house into the park and explore the shore with no humans
in sight, just me and the wild creatures at the water's edge. During minus tides I could round Chapman
Point to Crescent Beach by going between the point and either the first or second of the Bird Rocks,
depending on the sand cycle. Sometimes I could crawl and wade through a sea cave in Chapman Point to
get to Crescent Beach—and from there the rocky intertidal zone of Ecola Point beckoned.
Watching the gray whale migration from the headlands at Ecola created memories I will carry with me
for the rest of my life. And seeing a peregrine falcon stoop from atop the bluffs! And seeing my first
opalescent nudibranch in a tidepool at Ecola—that experience got me hooked on the intertidal zone.
And searching for the dorsal fin of a great white shark in the waves by Indian Beach. And crawling into
the sea caves of Ecola Point during minus tides to see the six-rayed sea stars on the dripping walls. And
trying to protect a pup seal hauled out on Crescent Beach from people and their dogs. And searching for
stranded sea turtles to rescue by Chapman Point. And listening to black oystercatchers as they flew
between rocks in the surf. And on and on. I hope that future generations can find as much solace and
inspiration along the rocky shoreline of Ecola Point and Chapman Point as I did. I hope this magnificent
but fragile shore can be preserved in perpetuity.

Sincerely,
Steve Grace
Author, Photographer, Educator
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Margaret Treadwell <northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com>

Chapman Point and area
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Penny Kay Rice <penny@bobcatbob.com>
To: "northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com" <northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com>

Wed, Dec 2, 2020 at 9:26 AM

Let’s hope we can keep area great for all the original area natural inhabitants. We humans should not be invasive
whenever possible. That’s why we live here.
Penny Rice
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12/2/20, 5:44 PM

Timestamp
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11/28/2020 19:10:58
Kristen Deane
k_deane87@hotmail.com
11/30/2020 10:57:26
Hope Phillips
hopehayek@yahoo.com

Phone Number City
Astoria
Astoria

State
Zip Code
Oregon
97103
OR
97103

These places are fragile
environments that are
becoming more and more
popular as more tourist
explore this area. We need
a single set of simple rules
governing our interactions
with these special places
and all the creatures that
inhabit them. Our presence
there is putting pressure on
resources that haven't
historically had this intensity
12/3/2020 13:21:16 of interactions with people. Derek Coulter

dcoulter247@gmail.com

8066816979 Cannon Beach

Oregon

97110

This is an incredible and
pristine site. It has amazing
wildlife and is becoming
overrun. We are full time
residents of Cannon Beach
and are very much in favor
of this well thought out
designation and Margaret
12/6/2020 17:11:28 Treadwell's tireless work!
Bruce and Lisa Kerr
12/8/2020 13:31:13
Cathy Moore
12/8/2020 16:24:52
Catherine Carr

lisacmd1@gmail.com
psalm27cathy@yahoo.com
ShayPilar@gmail.com

2067130285 Cannon Beach
5037667036 Astoria
Rockaway Beach

OR
OR
Oregon

97110
97103
97136

rhodo3043@gmail.com

5413641033 Otis

Oregon

97368

I have seen what happens
when all the mussels are
stripped from an area. ALL
the other intertidal life
disappears. It’s been 50
years since this happened
and there is hardly anything
there but a few barnacles
and tiny bit of seaweed.
What used to be a paradise
12/11/2020 12:47:26 is now a wasteland.
Susan Glarum
12/11/2020 13:51:16
Marita Graube
12/11/2020 16:36:42
August Graube

beachie47@gmail.com
mgraube@gmail.com
agraube@gmail.com

Cannon Beach
Cannon Beach
2063834421 Cannon Beach

OR
OR
OR

97110
97110

Please protect these rocks
12/11/2020 18:49:20 from dogs and people.
12/11/2020 18:49:42
12/12/2020 10:42:52

sittsireta@gmail.com
amy.dowd@ymail.com
dean_online@me.com

2063834437 Seattle
5857380260 Oceanside
Cannon Beach

WA
98117
OR
97134-8039
Oregon

Protections are so
important for these special
environments and the sea
birds and tide pool animals
that live there. They make
the Oregon coast special
for all who live and visit
12/11/2020 11:53:20 here!

Debra Nicholson

Ireta Sitts Graube
Amy Dowd
Dean Stevens

I’m a resident of the
beautiful Oregon Coast and
I support marine
conservation areas that
help protect our nesting
shore birds and the health
of our tide pools, among
many other positive
12/13/2020 18:05:47 protections.
Kristina Knoeppel
12/13/2020 18:14:49
Craig Davidson

juslime09@gmail.com
(503) 436-4199 Arch Cape
french.street13@gmail.com
50320733709 Astoria

Oregon
Oregon

97102
97103

As a teenager in the 1960's,
I rarely saw anyone climb
high on Chapman Point.
Now there are dozens of
people climbing the point
every day. We should work
to control this flow of
12/13/2020 18:43:35 humans into bird territory!
Andra Georges

ageorges@mac.com

We need these protections
very much. The future
generations are depending
12/13/2020 19:01:28 on us!
12/14/2020 10:15:08
12/14/2020 14:09:01

Tim Halloran
Wendy Burroughs
Yuri Vidal

timhalloran@live.com
wendyymike@msn.com
vidal.yuri@gmail.com

I absolutely support to keep
12/15/2020 22:39:57 these areas protected.
12/16/2020 12:45:53
12/16/2020 19:14:59
12/22/2020 22:46:11
12/23/2020 17:30:37
12/23/2020 18:59:38
12/23/2020 22:42:14
12/23/2020 22:59:28
12/24/2020 12:16:28

Sharron Heinrich
Liane Wadnizak
Daisy Franzini
Ketzel Levine
Alanna Kieffer
Andrea Suarez
Kristin Koptiuch
Mary Beth Cottle
Cara Mico

srenee.heinrich@gmail.com
maggieblack7@yahoo.com
df9746@gmail.com
ketzel.levine@gmail.com
alannagkieffer@gmail.com
andreavsuarez1@gmail.com
koptiuch@asu.edu
mbcottle58@yahoo.com
caradmico@gmail.com

This area needs protection.
Many times I have seen
dogs off leash running
through the tide pools and
disturbing the bird
population. People just
don’t have enough sense to
leash their animals. It’s
12/25/2020 21:06:57 very unfortunate.
Lisa Bell

lbell0222@gmail.com

I’ve been a homeowner
here for 27 years and never
tire of the natural beauty of
our coastline. I’ve seen a lot
of changes over the years
and feel the urgency of
protecting our marine
creatures. Global warming
is a reality. Let’s do all we
can to prevent losing these
12/27/2020 21:03:12 treasures.
Pamela Avila
12/28/2020 15:56:31
Gretchen Stahmer
12/28/2020 19:49:01
Jason Menke
12/29/2020 17:43:15
Christine Coulter

avilapam@gmail.com
gstahmer@gmail.com
jasonmenke@mac.com
canddcoulter@gmail.com

9176120535 Cannon Beach

5039291248 Cannon Beach
Tillamook
503-550-3517 Cannon Beach

9715704085 Cannon Beach
5039709232 Astoria
Port Orford
Manzanita
Seaside
7862587290 Seaside
Rockaway Beach
Cannon Beach
15032778757 Nehalem

5305150580 Cannon Beach

503 703-4238

Cannon Beach
Seaside
Cannon Beach
Cannon Beach

OR

97110

Oregon
OR
OR

97141
97110

Oregon
OR
Oregon
OR
OR
Oregon
OR
Oregon
Oregon

97110
97103
97465
97130
97138
97138
96136
97110
97131

OR

97110

OR
OR
OR
OR

97110
97138
97110
97110

Chapman Point
Susan Nolte | s.nolte@frontier.com | 97229
The traffic (people, dogs, bicycles) on the beach have increased exponentially. Add to that global
warming/climate change and it is no wonder that we need more protection for marine habitats.
Please, please strengthen the rules and regulations around keeping these areas safe and pristine.
Susan Mates | smmates@gmail.com | 97229
When I visit the coast, I prefer to stay at Cannon Beach or Oceanside. That’s because
Chapman Point is so dear to me. Besides the fabulous views and waves crashing among the
wonder-producing rock formations, the seabird nesting colonies there draw me. I am content to sit
for hours with my binoculars and spotting scope, watching the interactions between the birds,
especially the murres.
It breaks my heart to read how those murres and others are starving. With sea surface
temperatures steadily increasing, they need our help desperately. Offering the wildlife in this special
area is one small thing we can do to begin alleviating these problems. Please give Chapman Point
the strongest protections possible.
Jay Withgott | withgott@comcast.net | 97219
The seastacks of Chapman Point are viewable from the high bluffs of Ecola S.P., and they are
ecologically connected to the habitats of Ecola Point to the north and Cannon Beach to the south. At
Ecola S.P. and Cannon Beach, the two of us have introduced many people to the wonders of the
Oregon Coast. Because of its relative proximity to the Portland metro area, this stretch is one of the
most accessible areas for visitors from the Portland region to experience the spectacular coastal
scenery and abundant marine wildlife that this region provides. Over the years we have led two full
busloads of scientific conference-goers here on field trips (Society for the Study of Evolution /
American Society of Naturalists / Society of Systematic Biologists, and American Arachnological
Society); have led students here from Portland State University; and have brought a number of
family and friends, as well as paying our own visits. On many occasions we have tidepooled on the
beaches and enjoyed the spectacular views of the Chapman Point seastacks from the bluffs at Ecola
S.P.
Being birders, we bring our scope each time, and have shown many people the amazing sight of
thousands of Common Murres clustered shoulder-to-shoulder atop the seastacks of Chapman Point
and Ecola Point. It’s been a joy to watch as people realize that the distant salt-and-pepper wash of
color is actually thousands of individual birds, and as they view them through the scope jostling atop
the rocks.
In recent years we’ve missed this experience, as murre colonies throughout the region have been
decimated by the increase in Bald Eagles, whose presence on and near the rocks forces the murres
into the water and away from their eggs and chicks, allowing gulls, vultures, and ravens to consume
them. Being fish-eaters, murres are also highly sensitive to changes in fish populations, whether
brought about by overfishing or climate change.
Yet Chapman Point and the rocky habitat in its vicinity clearly still has a great deal to offer for
wildlife, fisheries, and recreationists. Seabirds overall remain abundant, demonstrating a healthy
presence of the fish and invertebrates they prey on. And intertidal invertebrates remain numerous on
the rocks we examine at low tides, despite having taken hits from seastar wasting disease and high
surf and shifting sands from winter storms. Protected areas serve as vital source areas for spawning

fish and invertebrates, allowing the production of larval invertebrates and juvenile fish that disperse
into other regions, thus sustaining our fishery stocks. Having such source areas near growing
communities such as Cannon Beach is especially important — both to ensure dispersal along
developed stretches of coast and because (at Cannon Beach in particular) thousands of people
each year learn about tidepools and the conservation needs of rocky intertidal invertebrates. Thus,
enhanced protection of the marine and coastal resources at Chapman Point will pay huge dividends
for the north coast’s wildlife and fisheries, and especially for the untold numbers of people from
Oregon and around the country and the world who obtain here their first and most memorable
exposure to the jaw-dropping beauty and fascinating marine life of our coast.
Dr. Susan Masta
Biology professor, Portland State University
Jay Withgott
Environmental science textbook author

