Proposal Summary: Chapman Point and Ecola Point Marine Conservation Areas
North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition is proposing Rocky Habitat Marine Conservation areas at
Chapman Point and Ecola Point, with goals to preserve and strengthen the existing ecosystem,
including intertidal marine life, fish, and seabird and shorebird colonies that live on these rocks
for long term sustainability. Tourism traffic at these sites has increased significantly since 1994
when the original Rocky Habitat Management Strategy was written, and challenges facing
inhabitants of the rocky shores are growing. Human caused disturbances include disrupting bird
nests by climbing on rocks, drones flushing nesting wildlife, visitors trampling through tide
pools, fireworks disrupting puffin and black oystercatcher nests, and dogs chasing defenseless
chicks that are unable to fly. Educating visitors regarding care of these habitats would help to
reduce pressure on diminishing wildlife and marine populations.
Background:
The State of Oregon has updated its Rocky Habitat Management Strategy, which aims to sustain
and support the use and health of coastal rocky habitat resources.
The Rocky Habitat Management Strategy recognizes special rocky habitat areas along the coast
in need of site-specific management using designations. These designations outline
recommended goals and management based on the best available information.
The State is inviting all members of the public, including individuals, organizations, and
governments, to submit proposals for additions, removals, and alterations to rocky habitat site
management designations. A number of such designations already exist; one of the most wellknown is Haystack Rock in Cannon Beach, which is a State-protected Marine Garden. The Initial
Proposal Period ends December 31, 2020, at which time the North Coast Rocky Habitat
Coalition plans to submit two site proposals, described below.
There are three special designation categories identified in the strategy: Marine Conservation
Area, Marine Education Area (a.k.a Marine Garden), and Marine Research Area. The goals of
each designation are below. More details can be found on the State’s Rocky Habitat
Management Strategy Update web page at https://www.oregonocean.info/index.php/tsprocky-shores-amendment.
•

Marine Education Area Goal: Protect rocky habitat resources to support public
enjoyment, learning opportunities and maintain ecological integrity.

•

Marine Conservation Area Goal: Conserve the natural system to the highest degree
possible by limiting adverse impacts to habitat and wildlife.

•

Marine Research Area Goal: Maintain the natural system to support scientific research
and monitoring while maintaining ecological integrity.
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Proposal Sites:
(please see maps at end of document)
1) Ecola Point and Sea Lion Rock
o An otherworldly treasure of dramatic rock formations and extensive tide pools
with healthy mussel beds and a rebounding population of ochre sea stars, along
with many other tide pool animals.
o

It is also a crucial haul-out site for seals and sea lions, and a home for nesting
seabirds, the most threatened group of birds on our planet.

o

This complex has impressive breeding colonies of seabirds – including 8 of high
importance according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

o

Sea Lion Rock at Ecola Point was formerly one of the three largest haul-out
sites on the north Oregon coast for Steller sea lions but has now been
abandoned for unknown reasons. Other federally threatened or endangered
species and species of conservation concern use this site, including harbor seals,
bald eagles, and brown pelicans.

2) Chapman Point and Bird Rocks
o A stunning place for our neighbors and visitors to walk, watch sunsets, take their
children and grandchildren, and view wildlife.
o

Home to a large Common Murre nesting colony and several nesting sites for the
Black Oystercatcher, federally listed as a “species of conservation concern”
nationally and in Oregon due to its vulnerable populations. Other seabirds such
as brown pelicans and pelagic cormorants use this site for roosting and nesting.

o

Tide pools are home to diverse wildlife including ochre sea stars, giant green
anemones, California mussels, purple shore crabs, and countless other animals.

Our concerns about these sites:
• This stretch of rocky habitat is a major tourist destination for travelers on the north
coast, bringing vital revenue into our community.
•

One of the big issues our community faces is over-loving some of our wildlife areas.
Visitors can unintentionally cause damage to wildlife habitats.

•

Pedestrians, drones, fireworks, and off leash dogs disturb and distress nesting birds.

•

Recent high failure rates of Black Oystercatcher nests known to be caused by
human/pet disturbance.
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•

Daily harvesting of large quantities of mussels at Chapman Point.

Site Designation Proposals:
Through Marine Conservation Area designations, we can preserve these amazing places for
current and future generations to enjoy.
Chapman Point
We propose the establishment of a Marine Conservation Area for this site. We seek to balance
conservation and resilience of ecosystems with appropriate uses.
We propose regulations for this site as follows:
Fish Harvest:
- Commercial – No additional site-based fish harvest regulations. Coastwide Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife regulations apply.
- Recreational – No additional site-based fish harvest regulations. Coastwide Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife regulations apply.
- Scientific & Educational – Requires a permit from Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife or Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, which may be issued if the
research does not impede the management goals of the Marine Conservation Area.
Invertebrate Harvest:
- Commercial – Closing harvest in all categories, including starfish (sea stars), sea urchins,
shore crabs, gooseneck barnacles, mole crabs, ghost shrimp, octopus, and all other
marine invertebrates not listed.
- Recreational – Closing harvest in all categories, except:
- 25 mussels per day per permit. Justification: This limit would feed a family for a
meal while reducing the impacts of daily harvesting of large quantities of mussels
seen recently by members of the public. There is also concern about increasing
harvest pressure as visitation to Chapman Point is increasing. We believe this
proposed harvest level, which allows more than a marine garden but less than
the current 72 mussels bag limit, strikes a good balance.
- Scientific & Educational – Requires a permit from Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife or Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, which may be issued if the
research does not impede the management goals of the Marine Conservation Area.
Algae Harvest:
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-

Commercial – Closing harvest in all categories.
Recreational – Closing harvest in all categories.
Scientific & Educational – Requires a permit from Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife or Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, which may be issued if the
research does not impede the management goals of the Marine Conservation Area.

Other Human Activities:
- Dogs are required to be on leash within beach areas of the Marine Conservation Area
and prohibited on any rocky habitat.
- Possession and use of fireworks is prohibited within the Marine Conservation Area.
- No climbing on rocks in intertidal and no climbing through the intertidal zone to the
area above Mean High Water (MHW) on offshore rocks.
- No disturbance, harassment, trampling and other “take” of wildlife.
- Operation of drones is prohibited within 2000 ft. of offshore islands that are included
within the Marine Conservation Area.
- Airplanes are prohibited from coming within 2000 ft. of Marine Conservation Area.
- Recreational boats may not come within 500 ft. of offshore rocks that are included
within the Marine Conservation Area.
- Kite flying is prohibited within 2000 ft. of offshore islands and within any part of the
Marine Conservation Area.
Non-Regulatory Management Mechanisms:
- Dependent on funding and capacity, North Coast Rocky Habitat Coalition proposes to
create a community group to communicate the new management improvements at the
Chapman Point Marine Conservation Area, support management, and provide
stewardship education to the community and visitors. To start, we envision a small
volunteer community group supported by one person with 10-20 hours/week of grantsupported work to develop the volunteer program’s operations and larger vision.
- This small group would start by focusing on positive outreach during summer weekend
low tides, when the need is greatest. This would include setting up a small information
area with a spotting scope so visitors can see the nesting birds, including Black
Oystercatchers, without disturbing them. The volunteers would also put up temporary
signs during low tides to warn people when they are close to bird nests and advising
them to keep their distance.

Ecola Point
We propose the establishment of a Marine Conservation Area for this site. We seek to balance
conservation and resilience of ecosystems with appropriate uses.
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We propose regulations for this site as follows:
Fish Harvest:
- Commercial – No additional site-based fish harvest regulations. Coastwide Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife regulations apply.
- Recreational – No additional site-based fish harvest regulations. Coastwide Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife regulations apply.
- Scientific & Educational – Requires a permit from Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife or Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, which may be issued if the
research does not impede the management goals of the Marine Conservation Area.
Invertebrate Harvest:
- Commercial – Closing harvest in all categories, including starfish (sea stars), sea urchins,
shore crabs, gooseneck barnacles, mole crabs, ghost shrimp, octopus, and all other
marine invertebrates not listed.
- Recreational – No take except single mussels for bait.
- Scientific & Educational – Requires a permit from Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife or Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, which may be issued if the
research does not impede the management goals of the Marine Conservation Area.
Algae Harvest:
- Commercial – Closing harvest in all categories
- Recreational – Closing harvest in all categories
- Scientific & Educational – Requires a permit from Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife or Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, which may be issued if the
research does not impede the management goals of the Marine Conservation Area.
Other Human Activities:
- Dogs are required to be on leash within beach areas of the Marine Conservation Area
and prohibited on any rocky habitat.
- Possession and use of fireworks is prohibited within the Marine Conservation Area.
- No climbing on rocks in intertidal and no climbing through the intertidal zone to the
area above Mean High Water (MHW) on offshore rocks.
- No disturbance, harassment, trampling and other “take” of wildlife.
- Operation of drones is prohibited within 2000 ft. of offshore islands that are included
within the Marine Conservation Area.
- Airplanes are prohibited from coming within 2000 ft. of Marine Conservation Area.
- Recreational boats may not come within 500 ft. of offshore rocks that are included
within the Marine Conservation Area.
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-

Kite flying is prohibited within 2000 ft. of offshore islands and within any part of the
Marine Conservation Area.

Non-Regulatory Management Mechanisms:
• Avoid enhancement of future physical public access to Marine Conservation Area,
except in instances of safety concerns.
Maps
Please note that the scale of each map is different. See map scale indicator at bottom left of
each image.
(1) Proposed boundaries for Chapman Point Marine Conservation Area

Contact: northcoastrockyhabitat@gmail.com

6

(2) Proposed boundaries for Ecola Point Marine Conservation Area
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(3) Overview of both sites
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